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Afnter Reddien opened his Whitehead
lab, Christian Petersen startoed
looking for genes that told the animal
where to position and how to restore
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Reddien and Petersen
found different kinds and
amounts of Wnt

proteins lined up

from head to

tafl in the

flatworm.

Even whole flatworms need ongoing direction from
Wnt genes, acting through Smed-beta-catenin-1,
to maintain theair bodies. Otherwise, talls
eventually morph into heads.

We think we're
beginning to
understand how
animals take
shape from
head to tail.



